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CLIMBING  THE  FAMILY  TREE 


Climbing  the  family  tree  was  begun  with  no 
Darticular  interest.  The  research  done  bv  our  mother 

X  u 

had  provided  numerous  names  and  dates  which  estab¬ 
lished  the  fact  that  our  family  had  many  roots  extend¬ 
ing  to  the  earliest  days  of  the  New  World.  But  per¬ 
sonal  interest  was  luke-warm.  However,  when  it  became 
necessary  for  me  to  prove  each  step  in  the  line  of 
ancestors  in  order  to  accept  an  invitation  to  join  the 
Col onial  Dames ,  I  found  the  names  and  dates  bore  the 
same  relation  to  the  personalities,  adventure,  achieve¬ 
ment  and  romance,  that  a  seed  calendar  on  the  kitchen 
wall  bears  to  the  days,  months  and  years  of  a  busy, 
intriguing  world  and  the  people  living  in  it. 

There  are  many  family  names  among  our  ances¬ 
tors  which  actively  contributed  to  life  in  America  in 
pre-Revolutionary  days.  To  trace  them  all  would  be 
fascinating:  Stout,  Osbeen,  Albertson,  Elliott,  Edge, 
White,  Belson,  Henley,  Sanborn,  Jessup,  Wilson,  Wins¬ 
low,  Rix,  Simmons,  Morrow,  Comer,  Newby,  Scott,  Saxton, 
Peale,  Saunders,  Stanton,  Hill,  Teddeman,  Ga£by,  Mills, 
Beals,  Cook,  Clayton,  Box^ater,  Hermient,  Parker,  Gar¬ 
nett,  Brashere  and  even  a  Jones  and  a  Smith,  and  there 
are  a  number  of  names  unknown.  These  names  occur  over  . 
and  over  in  the  early  records.  But  it  would  be  time- 
consuming,  so,  for  the  present,  I  will  leave  this  plea¬ 
sure  to  some  of  you.  Since  the  Jordan  family  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  is  one  of  the  more  prominent  and  better  document¬ 
ed,  that  is  the  line  which  I  have  chosen  to  trace,  and 
here  present.  It  has  been  particularly  interesting  to 
me, because  I  have  found  that  both  the  White  line  of  our 
father,  and  the  Henley  line  of  our  mother,  originated 
in  this  same  root. 

Most  of  this  material  h3S  been  gleaned  from 
the  following  books:  Aris  Sonis  Focisques  (The 
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Harrisons  of  Skimino);  Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and 
Biography;  Journal  of  House  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia, 
1619-1659 ;  Hot£en,  Original  Lists  of  Persons  of  Quality, 
1600-1700;  Edward  Pleasants  Valentine  Papers;  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Register;  1921;  Appeals  Press  Inc.;  and  the  incom¬ 
parable  Encyclopedia  of  American  Quaker  Geneology  of 
William  Wade  Hinshaw,  Vol«  I  and  VI.  I  am  deeply  in¬ 
debted  to  my  friend  Hortense  Gibson,  a  past  librarian, 
and  an  indefatigible  researcher,  and  through . whose  good 
offices  I  received  my  invitation  to  the  Colonial  Dames 
for  much  of  this  material, 

Samuel  Jordan  came  to  America,  evidently  from 
England,  about  l608.  Several  sources  report  he  was 
ship-wrecked  off  Bermuda,  returned  to  England  and  then 
tried  again.  He  landed  near  the  mouth  of  the  James 
River  about  1610,  and  settled  at  Beggar’s  Bush,  which 
name  was  changed  to  ’’Jordan  Ts  Jomey”  or  ’’Journey” 
later  called  ’’Jordan’s  Point”  or  just  ’’Jordan’s.”  It 
was  in  the  ’’Corporacon  of  Charles  Cittie.”  ’’Jordan’s 
is  mentioned  often  in  early  landmark  records  of  boun¬ 
daries  and  location.  Numerous  deeds  are  recorded  of 
land  acquired  by  Samuel,  He  was  a  tobacco  planter  of 
substance  and  a  shareholder  in  the  London  Co.  He  was 
given  I48O  acres  by  the  Crown  and  made  Captain  General 
of  Virginia.  There  are  numerous  records  of  his  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  first  House  of  Burgesses  in  lol9*  and 
his  name  is  so  recorded  in  Jamestown.  Nothing  has 
been  found  about  his  first  wife  (or  wives)  evidently 
the  mother  of  his  son  Thomas,  who  is  reported  to  have 
been  born  in  England  in  1600, 

But  all  the  books  are  aware  of  Cecily.  Hotten 
reports  that  Cecily  or  ’’Sisley”  was  aged  2U  in  I62U, 
came  to  .America  in  ”The  Swan”  in  August  1610,  had  three 
daughters,  ’’Temperance  Bailey,  aged  7  yeares,  Mary 
Jordan  aged  3  yeares,  Margaret  Jordan,  aged  1  yeare, 
borne  heare.”  She  was  evidently  a  widow  when  Samuel 
married  her  in  l6l8,  Samuel  died  in  1623-  It  was  then 
that  Cicely  became  famous.  Three  quotations  from  the 
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Virginia  Magazine  of  H.  and  B.  follow: 

Vol.  30,  p.l6I±:  "Captain  Jordan  is  the  husband 
of  the  facinating  Dame  Cicely  Jordan,  who  as  his' widow 
is  to  become  the  first  American  belle  on  record.  Her 
career  as  a  heart  breaker  will  cause  a  future  Assembly 
to  pass  a  law  against  flirting  for  the  protection  of 
the  love-sick  Virginia  bachelors  and  give  her  a  per¬ 
manent  place  in  history." 

Vol*  2,  p.  60.  "Within  a  few  weeks  after  his 
(Samuel* s)  death  in  1623,  his  widow  Cicely  distin¬ 
guished  herself  greatly  by  introducing  into  the  Col¬ 
ony  the  art  of  flirting,  on  art  which  has  been  prac¬ 
ticed  somewhat  in  Virginia  ever  since.  It  was  alleged 
that  she  had  accepted  two  suitors,  the  Reverend  Gre- 
ville  Pooley  and  Mr.  Win.  Farrar.  Each  claimed  her 
hand.  Their  hot  dispute  was  carried  before  the  Coun¬ 
cil.  That  body,  after  solemn  consideration,  declared 
that  the  case  was  too  knotty  for  them  and  referred  to 
the  Council  in  London.  We  are  not  informed  as  to 
their  decision." 

Vol.  16,  p.U.  "Another  (proclamation)  against 
women !s  contracting  marriage  with  two  men  at  once,  2h 
June,  162U-  (Note)  Proclamation  caused  by- conduct 
widow  Cicely  Jordan  in  promising  to  marry  both  the 
Rev*  Gre ville  Pooley  and  Mr.  Wm.  Farrar.  An  account 
with  text  of  proclamation  may  be  found  in  Brown’s 
First  Republic,  pp.  563-565.  Unpublished  minutes  of 
the  Council  in  the  Library  of  Congress  show  that  later 
Mr.  Pooley  by  formal  document  which  wras  put  on  record, 
resigned  any  claims  he  might  have  to  the  fair  widow." 

But  in  Vol.  21,  pp.  lh2-5*  we  find  a  detailed 
account  which  paints  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pooley  as  the  real 
villain  of  the  piece.  It  is  said  that  four  days  after 
Samuel’s  death,  he  approached  Capt.  Issac  Madison  and 
asked  him  to  approach  Cicely  with  an  offer  of  marriage. 
Capt.  Madison  did  as  directed  and  Cicely  replied  that 
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she  Aiis  not  averse  to  the  idea  ,  but  would  not  marry  any¬ 
body  so  soon.  Then  Mr.  Pooley  requested  Capt.  Madison 
to  accompany  him  to  call  upon  her.  Having  been  received 
by  Cicely ,  Pool ey  requested  a  draught  of  wine.  She 
started  to  dispatch  a  servant,  but  he  said  no,  it  must 
be  served  by  her  own  fair  hand*  So  she  went  to  the 
wine  cuboard,  or  wherever,  and  he  followed  her.  He 
grabbed  her  about  the  waist  and  said  the  marriage 
lines:  ”1  take  thee  etc...”,  and  he  reported  that  she 
repeated  them  to  him.  1/hereupon  they  kissed  and  coop¬ 
erated  in  the  drinking  of  wine.  Cicely  requested  that 
he  keep  the  matter  secret.  But  that  he  aid  not  do. 

He  announced  their  marriage.  Whereupon  Cicely  became 
angry  and  said  she  would  nave  nothing  more  to  do  with 
him*  Eventually  she  became  engaged  to  Mr.  William 
Farrar,  a  young  barrister  from  England,  who  evidently 
managed  Samuel !s  estate  and  Hotten  lists  as  residing 
at  Jordan’s  Journey.  Whereupon  Pooley  brought  suit. 
Excerpts  hinting  at  ’’skandal”  are  quoted,  and  a  note 
says  some  of  it  cannot  be  printed.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Pooley 
called  on  Caot<»  Madison  as  x^itness  of  his  ceremony,  but 
the  captain  said  he  did  not  hear  Cicely  repeat  the 
vows.  The  decision  being  against  him,  a  copy  of  the 
Rev-  Mr.  Pooley’ s  withdrawal  is  given.  Cicely  married 
William  Farrar,  and  they  had  several  children. 

A  modern  novel,  ’’Bennett’s  Welcome”  by  Inglis 
Fletcher,  dealing  xtith  the  time  of  Cromwell,  about 
1652,  has  as  her  heroine,  Sibyl  Jordan,  who  lived  at 
Jordan’s  Journey  with  her  aunt  Cicely  Montague.  The 
author  says  her  novel  is  not  authentic  history,  and 
she  may  merely  have  borrowed  the  name.  If  Cicely  mar¬ 
ried  subsequently  a  Montague,  I  found  no  record  of  it. 
However,  Hotten  records  a  ’’Messieur  de  la  Montague,  a 
marrying  man.”  Sibyl  could  have  been  the  daughter  of 
a  brother  of  Samuel,  since  she,  too,  came  from 
England. 


Too  bad  Cicely  is  only  a  step  relative,  so  we 
cannot  claim  her  charms. 
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The  Virginia  Magazine,  Vol.  19,  p.  115,  gives 
a  picture  of  early  Virginia. 

"At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1622,  the  Colony 
of  Virginia,  in  spite  of  continued  high  mortality,  was 
in  more  prosperous  condition  than  ever  before.  It 
contained  between  1500  and  2000  inhabitants,  settled 
along  the  James  River.  A  legislature  composed  largely 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people  (the  House  of 
Burgesses)  had  been  authorized  and  sessions  held  in 
1619  and  1621.  Courts  were  established,  etc.... 

,fUpon  a  scene  when  there  was  much  of  hope  and 
promise,  the  great  Indian  Massacre  of  March  22,  Io22, 
fell  like  the  proverbial  ’bolt  from  the  blue1.  With¬ 
in  a  few  hours  at  least  3U7  people,  including  six  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Council  and  many  of  the  oldest  and  most 
experienced  colonists  had  been  slain.  Jamestown  and 
vicinity  was  saved  by  the  warning  of  Chanco,  a  Chris¬ 
tian  Indian,  and  various  large  palisaded  settlements 
held  their  own,  as  did  several  planters  such  as  Sam¬ 
uel  Jordan  at  Jordan1  s  Journey  or  Beggar!s  Bush,11 
etc .... 


War  against  the  Powhattans  was  still  going 
on  in  1627  when  Thomas’s  name  is  numbered  with  the 
military. 

"The  Harrisons  of  Skimino"  tell  a  good  story 
of  the  first  four  generations  of  Jordans  in  America. 

In  pages  23-33,  is  found  the  following: 

*  "Thomas  Jordan  was  bom  in  England  in  1600 
and  came  to  Virginia  in  the  ship  Diana."  (Now  we 
know  where  our  granddaughter  Diana  Cochener  got  her 
name.)  "He  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Jordan  of  Jordan’s 
Joraey  and  is  recorded  in  the  Virginia  census  of  1623 
as  a  soldier  under  Sir  George  Yeardley.  He  settled 
in  Isle  of  Wight  County,  which  he  represented  as  a 
burgess  from  1629  to  1631/2,  and  in  1635  was  a  patentee 
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of  lands.  His  son,  Thomas  Jordan,  II  (163U-1699) 
lived  in  Chuckatuck,  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Nanse- 
mond,  and  became  a  Quaker,  T receiving  the  Truth  in 
1660* .  This  was  the  year  of  the  death  of  James  Nay- 
ler,  which  marked  the  climax  of  the  banter1  spirit 
among  the  early  Quakers,  and  was  eight  years  before 
William  Penn  became  a  Friends n 

Thomas  Jordan’s  will  is  recorded  and  detailed 
but  makes  no  mention  of  his  wife  or  heirs.  However 
the  Virginia  Magazine,  Vol.  Ii7,  p#  373-U,  records  that 
he  married  Mrs »  Jane  Spencer,  widow  of  Robert  Spencer 
in  l68l •  She  apparently  did  net  live  long  as  he  mar¬ 
ried  Lucy  Corker  (daughter  of  oapr.  Corker,  aged  26) 
in  168U.  Thomas  died  the  next  year,  1685.  His  first 
wife  or  wives,  the  mother  of  Thomas  II,  we  were  un¬ 
able  to  find a  In  supplementary  material,  it  appeared 
that  Jane  Spencer  was  the  daughter  of  Capt.  John  White 
and  aunt  of  Lucy  Corker® 

Thomas  Jordan  was  given  a  license  to  keep  an 
ordinary  at  Southworke  in  168U*  His  will  recorded  in 
1685,  left  property  amounting  to  ^3lU,2:3i* 

To  return  to  ’’The  Harrisons”:  ’’Thomas  Jordan 
II,  endured  for  his  faith  all  the  persecution  which 
was  visited  in  Virginia  as  in  England  upon  the  Quakers 
before  the  Toleration  Act.  His  sufferings  date  from 
September  166U.  He  was  imprisoned  six  months  for  being 
taken  in  a  meeting  at  his  own  house.  He  was  released 
by  the  king’s  proclamation,”  (Another  source  sites 
this  as  evidence  of  his  importance.)  ”He  was  taken 
a  second  time  at  a  meeting  at  Robert  Lawrence's  and 
bound  over  to  a  court;  he  refused  to  swear,  was  sent 
up  to  Jamestown,  and  was  a  prisoner  ten  months.  The 
sheriff  took  away  three  servants  and  kept  them  nine 
weeks;  he  took  by  distress  beds  and  other  goods  amount¬ 
ing  to  3907  pounds  of  tobacco;  he  took  also  a  serving 
man  and  ten  head  of  cattle  valued  at  5507  pounds  of 
tobacco.” 
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"In  1659  Thomas  Jordan  II,  married  Margaret 
Brasseurtf  (Also  spelled  Brashier,  Brashcre,  Brashere.) 
"daughter  of  Robert  Brasseur,  a  Huguenot  immigrant, 
who  had  settled  in  Nansemond  and  had  also  become  a 
Quaker,  and  they  had  ten  sons:  Thomas  III,  John,' James, 
Robert,  Richard,  Joseph,  Benjamin,  Mathew,  Samuel,  and 
Joshua.  In  the  Society  of  Friends  "Record  Book"  of 
the  lower  Virginia  Meeting,  which  was  begun  in  1673  by 
the  motion  of  George  Fox,  and  is  still  preserved  in 
Baltimore,  appears  the  testimony  of  Benjamin  Jordan, 
the  seventh  son,  concerning  his  father  and  mother: 

"Thomas  Jordan  of  Chuckatuck  in  Nansemond 
County  in  Virginia  was  born  in  ye.  year  I63U,  and  in 
ye.  year  1660  was  received  of  ye.  truth  and  abode 
faithful  in  it  &  in  consequent  unity  with  ye.  faithful 
friends,  theirof.  Sc  stood  in  opposition  against  all 
wrong  and  deseatful  spiritt,  haveing  suffered  spoiling 
of  his  goods  Sc  yea  imprisonment  of  his  Body  for  ye. 

Truth  sake.  Sc  continued  in  ye.  truth  unto  the  ende  of 
his  dayes.  3eloved  of  us  his  dear  wife  Sc  children 
above  Ritten.  He  departed  his  life  ye.  8th  Day  of  ye. 
10th  month  of  yef.  6th  of  ye.  week  about  the  2nd  hour 
in  the  afternoon,  and  was  buryed  ye.  12th  day  of  the 
said  month  on  the  3rd  of  ye.  week  in  ye.  year  1699. 

"Margaret  Jordan,  the  Daughter  of  Robert  Bra- 
shore,  was  borne  in  the  7th  mo.  in  the  year  l6U2  Sc 
was  convinced  of  the  Truth  about  the  l6th  year  of  her 
age  in  all  conversation  untill  the  day  of  her  death  Sc 
was  a  sufferer  with  my  father  bothe  by  confis( cation) 

Sc  alsoe  the  spoyling  of  their  goods  by  the  Adversar¬ 
ies  of  Faith  for  their  obedience  of  their  conscience 
in  the  worship  of  God.  Her  days  were  Given  up  in  the 
services  of  Truth  according  to  her  Ability.  Shee  was 
a  good  wife  and  a  tender  Sc  careful  mother,  a  good  mis¬ 
tress  Sc  a  kind  neighbour.  And  aboute  the  63  year  of 
her  age,  she  was  taken  with  an  indisposition  of  boddy 
wch  continued  near  3  year,  in  wch  time  shee  was  much 
weekened  by  Reason  of  her  distemper.  A  little  time 
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before  her  death  some  Friends  came  to  her,  to  whome 
she  signified  her  content  &  talked  to  them  much  of  the 
Goodness  of  God  to  her  &  said  she  questioned  not  her 
salvation.  And  upon  a  first  day  of  the  weeke,  being  the 
5th  of  the  month,  shee  spoke  to  me  and  said  that  there 
was  a  time  for  her  to  die ,  and  that  her  time  &  itt  had 
come.  And  on  the  3rd  day  of  the  week,  as  I  was  stand¬ 
ing  by  her  to  see  her  last,  she  called  me  by  name  and 
said  *1  am  gcne!.  I  answered  and  said  I  thought  she 
would  go  to  God.  Shee  answered  with  a  cheerful  &  a 
smiling  countenance,  TI  doe  not  doubt  that1 ,  and  said 
T Remember  my  love  to  all  friends  &  unto  my  children 
and  tell  them  that  they  fear  God  and  love  one  another, 
h  keep  to  meetings,  and  then  ail  will  be  well  with 
them. * 


"And  att  6  of  the  clock  att  night  shee  died  in 
Remarkable  quietness,  the  7th  of  the  10th  mo.  in  the 
year  1708 — having  lived  about  66  years,  and  survived 
my  father  9  years  lacking  18  hours — and  was  burried  11th 
day  of  the  afores*d  mo. 11 

**Hinshaw  tells  much  of  Thomas  II  and  Margaret. 
They  seem  to  have  been  the  pillars  of  the  early  lower 
Virginia  meeting.  Thomas  gave  ground  for  the  first 
meeting  house.  Their  home  was  used  for  meetings. 
Margaret  must  have  been  an  angel  of  mercy  from  the 
kindnesses  attributed  to  her.  She  was  converted  be¬ 
fore  her  marriage,  by  Elizabeth  Harris,  deputy  of 
George  Fox,  who  first  came  to  Virginia,  and  Margaret 
is  credited  with  Thomas T  conversion.  Later  George 
Fox,  himself,  came  and  stayed  at  their  home.  Many  of 
his  letters  sent  back  from  England  to  the  faithful, 
include  Thomas Ts  name  amoung  those  addressed.  Thomas 
Story,  a  follower  of  William  Penn,  came  from  England 
in  1698  and  stayed  several  years.  In  his  journals 
he  mentions  often  the  "Widow  Jordan"  (Margaret)  and 
her  home.  Joseph  Glaister  "a  noted  preacher  and  mis¬ 
sionary11  of  the  time  published  a  glowing  tribute  to 
Margaret. 
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The  Virginia  Magazine  has  inside  its  cover  a 
map  of  this  early  Virginia.  There  are  many  rivers  and 
much  swamp  land.  References  are  constantly  found  to 
rowing  to  meeting  and  on  neighborly  journeys. 

Thomas  II  also  found  time  for  worldly  duties. 

He  is  listed  as  a  Burgess  from  Nansemond  1696-7.  He 
left  a  journal  in  which  his  trials  are  recorded,  much 
of  which  is  copied  in  Hinshaw,  Vol.  VI,  p  23  and  on. 

Of  the  ten  sons  of  Thomas  and  Margaret,  con¬ 
siderable  is  recorded.  Hinshaw  says:  "Thomas  and 
Margaret  became  forebears  of  a  large  and  distinguished 
family,  many  of  whom  were  most  servicable  to  the  Soci¬ 
ety  of  Friend  as  leaders  and  ministers.11 

Hinshaw  Vol.  VI,  p.  17  records:  ”1702,7, — 
Robert,  John,  James,  Mathew  and  Samuel  were  represent¬ 
atives  at  the^first^ recorded^ meeting  of  Virginia  Year¬ 
ly  Meeting. to  add  a  rive  foot  rail  to  the  Meeting  House 
at  Levy  Neck.” 

Harrison  reports  that  of  the  ten  only  Thomas 
III ,  seems  to  have  backslid. .  Thomas  Story  records 
that  he  and  Robert  Jordan  called  upon  him  to  remon¬ 
strate  with  him.  Thomas  III  reported  that  the  Quakers 
had  become  too  narrow  for  him,  that  he  resented  their 
criticism  and  that  some  of  them  had  even  refused  to 
shake  hands  with  him.  Story  records  ”He  was  very  res¬ 
pectful  and  took  the  visit  kindly.”  But  apparently 
they  did  not  convince  him  and  "returned  over  the  river.” 

Harrison  continues:  "Robert  Jordan”  (third 
son  born  7/ll/l668)  "the  sturdy  and  faithful  Friend  who 
thus  returned  over  the  river  with  Story  from  the  visit 
to  the  recusant  Thomas,  married  on  July  7,  1690,  Mary 
Belson  of  Nansemond,  and  had  by  her  nine  children,  of 
whom  three  sons  and  a  grandson  became  preachers  cele¬ 
brated  beyond  the  boundaries  of  Virginia.” 
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"Joseph  Jordan"  (Son  of  Robert,  1695-1735)  "ac- 
ccripanied  his  elder  brother  Robert  on  many  of  his  jour¬ 
neys  and  preached  with  him,  going  independently  to  Hol¬ 
land.  (Kis  grandson,  Richard  Jordan  wrote  "The  Journal 
of  Richard  Jordan,  published  in  Philadelphia  l81i9 • ) Tf 

A  number  of  sources  quote  a  phrase  "Joseph  Jor¬ 
dan,  that  pood  and  nighty  man  and  minister,  and  Ann", 
but  give  no  credit*  It  is  presumed  that  it  refers  to 
this  Joseph  and  that  his  wife  was  Ann. 

Hinshaw,  Vol.  VI*  p*  17  records:  "176l,5,9. 

A  memorial  concerning  Joseph  and  Robert  Jordan  was  read 
and  forwarded  to  Philadelphia."  ■ 

Our  mother* s  record  shows  that  Joseph,  son  of 
Robert  and  Mary  Belson,  married  M;ary(?)  and  had  a 
daughter  Tary,  who  married  John  Henley  in  17h0.  I  was 
not  able  to  find  evidence  to  substantiate  this.  This 
Joseph,  (whose  dates  correspond)  and  Ann  had  three 
daughters,  from  1731-314*  none  of  whom  was  named  Mary, 
and  had  one  been,  she  would  have  been  scarely  old 
enough  to  marry  in  17U0* 

I  believe  i  ary  must  have  descended  from  Joseph, 
the  sixth  son  of  Thomas  II  and  Margaret,  bom  in  1672. 

The  only  record  I  could  find  on  this  Joseph  was  that  on 
August  8,  169U ,  he  gave  a  deposition,  giving  his  age 
as  23.  Since  the  marriages  of  most  of  the  others  T*ere 
recorded  in  Virginia,  I  am  assuming  Joseph  moved  away 
before  his  marriage,  and  the  logical  place  of  emigra¬ 
tion  was  North  Carolina. 

Vol.  I  of  Hinshaw  records  Joseph  Jordan  as 
having  a  meeting  house  built  on  his  plantation  in  Pas¬ 
quotank,  M .  Carolina  in  1705,  but  tells  nothing  of 
Joseph’s  forebears.  In  17{/$>,  "Mary,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  wife,  reprimanded  for  marrying  out  of  society,  Mi  ary 
and  parents  disowned."  In  1722,  Joseph,  (supposedly  a 
son),  requested  certificate  to  Nanseinond  Co.,  Va.  to  marr> 
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Vol.  VI,  p  31  •  Hinsajhw  records:  "1723,9,23, 
Joseph,  soni  of  Joseph  of  North  Carolina,  married  Nary 
Rix,  daughter  Nary  Belson,  (niece  of  the  other  Nary) 
and  Abraham  Richesis,  in  a  public  ceremony.  I  wonder 
what  nationality  Abraham  x-Tas.  But  at  this  time  he  was 
a  Friend. 

Returning  to  the  Carolina  volume  p  lh3,  find 
,T1?1»0,8.2,  Nary  Jordan  is  given  leave  to  marry  John 
Henley*"  I  am  assuming  Nary  is  the  daughter  of  the 
above  marriage.  Probably  anybody  having  access  to  the 
N.  Carolina  Historical  and  Geneolopical  Register,  can 
find  proof  or  disproof. 

From  Nary  the  descent  of  the  Henley  line  is 
well  documented. 

John  Henley,  son  of  John  and  Nary,  married 
Elizabeth  Henley,  had  a  son  Joseph. 

Joseph  married  Penina  Morgan.-  Joseph’s  son 
Jlenry  moved  to  Wayne  County,  Indiana.  In  1821  Joseph 
and  his  large  family  came  to  Indiana,  and  their  farm 
became  the  site  of  the  village  of  Carthage.  It  is 
this  farm  and  family  picture! in  the  engraving  in  the 
possession  of  Elliot  White.  The  public  library  in 
Carthage  is  the  Henry  Henley  Library. 

Henry  married  Ruth  Morrow  and  their  daughter, 
Mary,  married  Samuel  Benjamin  Hill,  whose  daughter 
Caroline  xras  our  mother. 

Since  I  was  unable  to  document  the  one  step  in 
the  Henley  descent,  I  chose  the  1  hite  line  to  estab¬ 
lish  my  ancestry. 

Samuel  Jordan,  the  ninth  son  of  Thomas  and 
Margaret,  became  the  forebear  of  Harrison  (who  wrote 
the  book),  the  Cabells,  the  Brickenridpes  of  Kentucky, 
and  the  Rives  of  Albemarle. 
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Joshua  Jordan,  the  tenth  son  of  Thomas,  es¬ 
tablished  our  White  connection  by  producing  a  daughter, 
Rachel,  who  married  John  White.  Little  is  recorded  of 
Joshua,  but  after  much  search,  the  Valentine  Papers, 
Vol.  ly,  pp  268-77  revealed  that  Joshua  was  the  tenth 
son  of  Thomas  Jordan  and  Margaret  Brashier  was  born  in 
Isle  of  Wight  County,  31  da  6  mo  1681,  died  1717-8 • 
Married  Elizabeth  Sanborn,  who  married  second  Cornelius 
Ratcliff.  Joshua  and  Elizabeth  Sanborn  Jordan  had 
issue.  Vol.'ll,  p  659,  records  Joshua  Jordan’s  will 
in  which  he  le aves  various  personal  items  to  his  wife 
Elizabeth  and  daughter  Rachel.  It  is  dated  Feb.  28, 
1717;  p  7Ul,  and  Hinshaw  Vol.  VI,  p  37,  both  record: 
"Rachel  Jordan,  daughter  of  Joshua  Jordan  of  Isle  of 
Wight  Co.  marriage  to  Thomas  White,  son  of  John  White 
of  same  county,  13  da.  7  mo.  1719 

Hinshaw,.  Vol.  VI,  p  31,  also  hints  at  the 
trials  of  the  Quakers  of  the  time.  ”1717,  Joshua  Jor¬ 
dan  had  tobacco  seized  by  George  Narworthy  for  priest’s 
tithes.”  There  are  also  many  references  for  fines  for 
refusing  to  give  military  service. 

Harrison  sums  up  the  Jordans  thus:  ”The  Jor¬ 
dans  are  an  interesting  race,  strong,  stiff-necked  and 
upstanding,  but  with  a  skill  and  grace  with  the  pen,  a 
turn  for  good  literature,  and  a  generally  cheerful  dis¬ 
position  cropping  out  in  all  their  descendants  who  re¬ 
produce  their  characteristics.  Had  they  not  early  be¬ 
come  Quakers,  there  is  little  doubt  they  would  have 
become  one  of  the  politically  dominant  families  of  the 
Commonwealth.  They  were,  moreover,  a  prolific  race, 
and  reproduced  not  only  their  dualities  but  their  names 
in  every  generation  of  the  steadily  increasing  line  of 
their  blood,  to  their  own  pious  satisfaction,  no  doubt, 
but  to  the  despair  of  the  geneologists.” 

The  marriage  of  Rachel  Jordan  and  Thomas  White 
seems  to  have  been  of  enough  importance  to  have  been 
noted  by  nearly  all  of  the  source  books,  and  they 
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agree  on  the  date.  And  Hinshaw,  Vol.  I  (indicating 
that  they  had  now  moved  to  North  Carolina)  lists  their 
children  on  p  25,  and  John,  bom  3-11-1733,  is  the 
sixth. 


Further  evidence  of  their  move  is  given  on  p. 
78:  "17U9,  2,  5*  John  lAjhite  presented  certificate 

from  Pagan  Creek  Monthly  Meeting,  Isle  of  Wight  Co., 
Va."  and  "1757,  5,  15,  Johnson  of  Thomas  (Perquimmons 
County)  Married  Lydia  Winslow  at  Piney  Woods  Monthly 
Meeting." 

P.  22  gives  a  list  of  the  children  of  John  and 
Lydia  of  when  the  second  is  Francis.  There  are  no  more 
vital  statistics  concerning  Francis,  but  on  p.  79,  we 
find:  "1787,  12,  5,  Francis  White,  son  of  John,  re¬ 
quested  certificate  to  Black  Water  Monthly  Meeting  to 
marry." 


So  going  to  Vol.  VI  for  the  Virginia  record, 
we  are  rewarded  with  the  following  on  page  12U. 

"1788,  2,  16,  Francis  White  presented  certifi¬ 
cate  from  Monthly  Meeting  at  Welles  N.  Carolina  to 
marry." 


"1788,  2,  16,  Francis  White  reported  married 
to  Mary  Simmons." 

"1788,  5,  2l|,  Mary  White  (formerly  Simmons) 
got  certificate  to  the  Monthly  Meeting  at  Welles,  N. 
Carolina." 

Returning  to  Vol.  I,  we  complete  the  evidence. 
On  p.  79: 

"1789,  7,  1,  Mary  White,  wife  of  Francis,  re¬ 
quests  certificate  to  Symons  Creek  Monthly  meeting." 

"1789,  13. ,  U,  Francis  White,  son  John  and 
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daughter  Elisabeth  of  Welles,  get  certificate  to  Symons 
Creek  Monthly  Meeting. 


Elizabeth,  the  next  branch  on  our  tree,  is  re¬ 
corded  in  Kin sh an,  Vol.  I,  p.  20,  as  follows:  ”Eliza- 
beth  WTiite  born  1,5,1789,  (daughter  Francis  and  Mary 
White)  died  5*3^1856,  married  David,  son  Josiah  and 
Sarah,  (White).”  Thus  two  White  branches  were  united. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  know  the  White  origin. 


Hinshaw,  Vol.  I,  p.  20  lists  the  children  of 
Elizabeth  and  David.  And  there  is  a  son,  Josiah  Thomas 
bom  l;,3jl82Uo  P.  177  of  the  same  volume  says:  ”181;6, 
1,21,  Elizabeth  Wilson,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  de 
ceased,  Perquimmins  County,  married  Josiah  T.  White  at 
Little  River  Meeting  House.” 


Josiah  Thomas  was  our  grandfather,  and  we  all 
remember  him  well.  A  small  neat,  earnest  man,  one  can 
imagine  he  possessed  many  of  the  traits  of  the  original 
Thomas  II.  He  was  alert,  interested  in  everything  and 
never  ,!saw  a  stranger.”  He  owned  and  operated  a  lumber 
mill  throughout  the  timber  country  of  North  Carolina 
for  many  years,  and  everywhere  he  and  his  wife  were 
staunch  in  their  Quaker  faith.  Grandmother  Elizabeth 
held  a  ”Minute”  in  the  Meeting,  being  a  license  to 
preach  oft  lead  meetings.  She  died  in  middle  age  and 
later  grandfather  married  Mary  Jarrett,  a  sister  of  our 
Grandfather  Hillfs  third  wife,  Elizabeth  Jarrett,  two 
utterly  charming  Quaker  gentlewomen  who  might  have  come 
out  of  a  story  book.  Josiah  T.  and  Mary  Jarrett  met 
at  our  parent !s  wedding  and  it  used  to  be  one  of  our 
father's  favorite  jokes  that  he  introduced  his  father 
to  his  mother.  Also  he  liked  to  embarrass  people  by 
telling  them  he  and  our  mother  were  first  cousins,  and 
watch  them  try  to  turn  the  situation  aside  politely. 

An  incident  I  vividly  remember  and  for  which  I 
should  have  been  spanked  occurred  on  a  visit  I  made 
with  my  mother  and  brother  Elliot  to  Indiana  when  I 
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was  twelve  years old.  My  older  sisters  were  in  col¬ 
lege,,  and  one  of  them  had  learned  to  two-step  at  a 
girls1  literary  society  (strictly  female).  I  had  im¬ 
itated  her  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  One  evening 
that  summer  in  Indiana,  our  mother,  grandfather  and 
Aunt  Phebbie  were  sitting  on  Aunt  Phebbie 1 s  front 
porch,  and  I  was  hopping  about  on  the  side-walk,  and 
quite  deliberately  trying  to  show  off  my  new  accom¬ 
plishment  and  expecting  to  be  a  bit  shocking.  And  I 
was  immediately  successful.  Grandfather  said  in  a 
shocked  voice,  ”01ive,  is  thee  dancing?11  to  which  I 
replied  pertly,  ,;Yes,  I  am.11  I  hope  the  dusk  hid  my 
mothers  mortification.  At  last  she  spoke  so  sharply 
to  me  that  I  desisted  and  didnTt  repeat  the  exhibition. 

Hinshaw,  Vol.  I,  p.  23  lists  the  children  of 
Josia^Thcmas ,  one  of  which  was  Oliver,  born  10,9,1852. 
P.  83  records  the  family  move  to  Indiana.  11 1859, 5, 9, 

Josiah  T.  White  and  wife  Elizabeth  and  children . 

Oliver.. 00  wTas  given  certificate  to  Milford  Monthly 
Meeting,  Wayne  County,  Indiana.11 

Oliver  grew  up  in  Indiana  near  Elizabeth  City, 

I  think,  on  a  farm.  He  attended  West  Town  Academy  in 
Philadelphia  and  had  two  tries  at  college,  once  at 
Haviford  in  Philadelphia  and  once  at  Earlham  in  Rich¬ 
mond.  But  recurring  attacks  of  rheumatic  fever  cut 
college  short,  so  he  had  only  a  couple  of  year  com¬ 
pleted.  It  was  at  Earlham  that  he  met  Caroline  Hill 
of  Chariot tsville.  It  was  a  rule  at  Earlham  that 
cousins  could  call  oftener  and  longer  than  acquaint¬ 
ances.  Our  mother  used  to  laugh  about  the  many  cou¬ 
sins  everybody  produced.  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
knew  they  might  claim  kinship  or  not.  But,  at  least 
they  seem  to  have  succeeded  in  seeing  enough  of  each 
other  to  become  engaged.  They  were  married  on  a  bit¬ 
terly  cold  day,  December  30*  1880.  Our  father  forgot 
his  marriage  license  and  his  brother  had  to  make  a 
forced  drive  back  home,  some  thirty  males  for  it. 

They  went  back  to  North  Carolina  to  live,  so  we  find 
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thorn  in  the  Hinshaw  record  of  North  Carolina,  Vol.  I, 

p*  3u. 


"l88l,U,2,  Oliver  H*  White  received  from  Mil¬ 
ford  Monthly  Meeting,  Indiana." 

"l88l,U,2,  Caroline  H„,  wife  of  Oliver  H. 
received  from  Walnut  Ridge  Monthly  Meeting,  Ind." 

They  lived  in  North  Carolina  only  a  year.  Our 
father  pursued  the  lumber  mill  business,  I  think.  But 
malaria  laid  them  low,  so  they  returned  to  Indiana. 
Hinshaw1 s  final  record  of  cur  family  tree  reads: 

"1881,5,6,  Oliver  H«  White  and  wife  Caroline 
H*  given  certificate  to  Walnut  Ridge  Monthly  Meeting, 
Indiana.” 


Two  daughters,  Mary  and  lone,  were  bom  in  a 
little  house  on  a  farm  across  the  road  from  Prairie 
View  school  house ,  which  stood  in  the  corner  of  Grand¬ 
father  HillTs  farm,  near  Charlottsville.  In  1887, 
they  emigrated  to  Arkansas  City,  Kansas.  Many  of 
their  friends  feared  for  their  venture  into  the  wild 
and  woolly  west*  Our  mother  used  to  laugh  about 
people  asking  her  if  there  would  be  schools  for  the 
children,  when  the  Kansas  schools  were  superior  to 
those  they  left. 

When  the  Cherokee  Strip  was  opened,  our  father 
hitched  up  the  family  mare  "Kate11  and  made  the  run. 

He  got  some  lots  in  the  townsite  of  Newkirk.  In  Ark¬ 
ansas  City  two  more  daughters  appeared,  Florence  and 
Olive*  Our  father  and  our  Uncle  Henry  Hill  had  an 
implement  store  know^as  White ,  Hill  and  Co.  Many  of 
their  customers  were  Indians,  and  much  of  their  busi¬ 
ness  was  done  "on  time,"  and  the  "time"  didn't  come 
on  schedule.  One  debtor  was  an  Osage  Indian,  Sam 
Lessert,  half  French,  whose  wife  was  a  princess  of  the 
Kaw  Tribe  and  a  first  cousin  of  Charles  Curtis,  later 
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Vice  President  under  Hoover.  The  Lesserts  owned  a 
ranch  in  the  ox-bow  of  the  Arkansas  River  on  the  bor¬ 
der  between  the  Osage  and  Kaw  nations.  Sam  offered  a 
three-year  lease  on  this  ranch  to  settle  his  unpaid 
debts,  and  our  father,  who  was  always  a  farmer  at 
heart,  accepted  it.  In  the  fail  of  1399,  the  family 
moved  to  this  ranch.  Mary  was  ready  for  college,  so 
she  and  lone  went  to  Washburn  College  in  Topeka  where 
lone  entered  the  Academy <,  Our  mother  taught  Florence 
and  me  at  home.  At  least  she  taught  Florence  and 
tried  to  teach  me.  You  can  lead  a  horse  to  water, 
you  know.  I  preferred  to  ride  ponies  and  eat  peaches 
and  pecans.  It  was  a  wonderful  three  years. 

At  the  end  of  three  years  all  except  our  fa¬ 
ther  went  to  Topeka  to  live.  He  remained  to  complete 
the  crops  and  sell  out  the  stock.  The  following  Fall 
he,  also,  came  to  Topeka  permanently  and  bought  with 
two  partners,  The  Topeka  Transfer  and  Storage  Company. 
It  was  the  first  fall,  1902,  in  Topeka,  that  Elliot 
was  born0 

Records  are  so  much  more  carefully  and  accur¬ 
ately  kept  in  these  modern  times,  that  it  is  not  like¬ 
ly  anybody  will  have  difficulty  in  securing  data  in 
the  future.  But  in  case  published  records  are  desire^, 
there  is  a  book  in  the  Wichita  Library,  and  probably 
most  Kansas  Libraries,  "Kansas  and  Kansans"  by  W.  E, 
Connelly,  in  which  there  is  an  article  about  our  fa¬ 
ther  and  in  which  names  and  marriages  of  our  genera¬ 
tion  are  recorded  on  p.  2028,  in  Vol.  IV. 

This  is  a  very  sketchy  and  far  from  complete 
story  of  our  lineage  in  America.  I  have  tried  to  in¬ 
dicate  documentation,  so  any  others  needing  to  "prove" 
their  line,  will  find  it  easier. 

I  feel,  however,  that  this  much  of  a  history 
is  sufficient  to  make  descendants  hold  up  their  heads 
with  pride.  But  it  is  not  the  pride  of  ancestry  which 
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most  impresses  me.  It  is  the  humility  at  the  great 
debt  wo  owe  these  people  who  have  hewn  a  commonwealth 
from  a  wilderness  and  by  the  highest  idealism  built 
the  most  wonderful  countV  the  world  has  ever  known. 

And  it  is  with  an  overwhelming  sense  of  obli¬ 
gation  that  we  should  hang  our  heads  if  we  do  not 
exert  our  utmost  abilities  to  carry  on  the  work  they 
have  wrought. 

Times  have  changed,  understanding  has  deepened 
interpretation  has  broadened,  but  the  country  stands 
in  need  as  great  or  greater  today  for  citizens  who 
will  build,  serve,  and  develop,  for  citizens  with  in¬ 
tegrity,  courage,  vision,  f orth -rightness ,  and  convic¬ 
tion.  Above  all  it  stands  in  need  of  faith  and  "ye 
truth"  in  a  political  sense  as  well  as  a  religious 
sense.  For  indeed  they  are  one  and  the  same.  A  just 
democracy  is  the  flesh  and  blood  of  a  Christian  faith. 
Only  if  we,  the  descendants  of  those  early  pioneers 
("immigrants"  as  they  are  called  geologically)  meet 
this  obligation,  have  our  times  developed  for  the 
better. 


18. 


'.-2kiP  (bag^Bricj  evert  gamf?  - 

■ 


RECAPITULATION 


JORDAN : 


1.  Samuel.  Arrived  in  America  1610.  Died  1623. 

lfJordanTs  Journey,”  Charles  City,  Va. 

2.  Thomas  (l)  Born  England  1600.  Died  1685. 

Perquimmons  Co.  Va. 

3*  Thomas  (2)  163U-1699.  Nansemond  Co.  Va. 

m.  Margaret  Brashere  (l6u2~1708)  in  1658/9. 
Ten  Sons: 

Thomas  (3),  John,  James,  Robert,  Richard, 
Joseph,  Benjamin,  Mathew,  Samuel,  Joshua. 

U.  Joshua  1681-1717-  Isle  of  Wight  Co.,  Va. 
m.  Elizabeth  Sanborn 

Dt.  Rachel  (1703-1768) 

5.  Rachel  m.  Thomas  White  (1696-1761)  1719, 
Perquimans  Co.,  N.  C. 


WHITE: 

6.  John  (sixth  son  Rachel  and  Thomas) (1733-1788) 

m.  Lydia  Winslow  (17U2-1822)  1757. 

7.  Francis  (second  son  John  and  Lydia)  1760 

m.  Mary  Simmons  1788 

8.  Elizabeth  (dt.  Francis  and  Mary)  1789-1856 

m.  David  White  (son  Josiah  and  Sarah)  1808. 
b.  1783,  d.  1862 

9.  Josiah  Thomas  (son  F^an<rrs--T)nd“har7j)  l8?h-I913. 

m.  Elizabeth  Vrilson  lOho. 

Moved  to  Wayne  Co.,  Indiana,  1859. 

53-2343 


19. 


WHITE :  (Cont Td) 


10.  Oliver  (son  Josiah  T.  and  Elizabeth)  1852-1931 • 
m.  Caroline  Hill  (1857-19U6)  i860. 

Moved  to  Arkansas  City,  Kansas,  1887- 
Topeka,  Kansas,  1902. 

Assumed  Lineage  of  Henley  Line. 


JORDAN: 

U.  Joseph  (son  Thomas  and  Margaret)  1672-1725. 

It  is  supposed  he  moved  to  Pasquotank,  N.C. 

5.  Joseph  (son  of  Joseph)  d,  1752. 
m.  Mary  Rix  (d.  1767)  1723. 

6*  Mary  (supposedly  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary) 
m.  John  Henley  17 U0. 

HENLEY: 


7.  John  (son  John  and  Mary)  d.  1815. 

m.  Mary  Albertson  1766  (d.  1^95) 

Moved  to  Randolph  Co.,  N.C. 

8.  Joseph  (son  John  and  Mary)  b.  1768. 

m.  Penninah  Morgan  1798. 

Moved  to  Rush  Co.,  Indiana,  1837. 

9 •  Henry  (son  Joseph  and  Penninah)  b.  1805. 

Moved  to  Wayne  Co..,  Indiana,  1829* 
m.  Ruth  Morrow  (1809-1868)  1830. 

10.  Mary  (dt.  Henry  and  Ruth)  1^31-1873. 

m.  Samuel  B.  Hill  (1832-1911)  1852. 

11.  Caroline  Kill  (dt.  Mary  and  Samuel)  1857 -19h5 

m.  Oliver  White  (1852-1931)  i860. 


20. 


\  IK 


January  1,  1953 
Olive  W*  Garvey 
16  Lakeside  Blvd* 
Wi chita  8,  Kansas 


